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Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance


Use this Section to specify inspection, testing, and maintenance requirements for portable fire extinguishers only.
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Section 10529A - Portable Fire Extinguisher Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance Report

Editing:  Use this Section as is; do not modify in any way.
1.
General

1.1
INTENT

.1
This Section specifies inspection, testing, maintenance, and recharging requirements for portable fire extinguishers.

.2
Provide all necessary labour, equipment, and service manuals for the inspection, testing, maintenance, and recharging of the specified fire extinguishers as required.

1.2
RELATED SERVICES NOT REQUIRED

.1
Replacement of faulty or non-operating fire extinguishers is not included in this Section unless otherwise specified.

1.3
REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

.1
Alberta Fire Code 1997.

.2
NFPA 10 1998: "Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers".

.3
Manufacturer's service manual as required.

1.4
DEFINITIONS

.1
"Inspection" means a monthly "quick check"; that an extinguisher is available and will operate; is fully charged and operable; is in it's designated location; has not been actuated or tampered with; and there is no obvious or physical damage or condition to prevent it's operation.

.2
"Maintenance" means an annual "thorough check" of the extinguisher, including a thorough examination and identifies any necessary repair, replacement, or the need for hydrostatic testing.  The intent is to provide maximum assurance that an extinguisher will operate effectively and safely.

.3
"Recharging" means replacement of the extinguishing agent including the expellent for certain types of extinguishers.

1.5
REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

.1
Comply with the latest edition of all applicable codes and with authorities having jurisdiction.

.2
Contractors facilities and equipment shall be certified as required by authorities having jurisdiction.

1.6
RECORD KEEPING

.1
Each extinguisher shall have a tag or label securely attached that indicates the month and year of the maintenance was performed, and shall identify the company and person performing the service.  The same record tag or label shall indicate when the recharging was performed.

.2
Inspection and maintenance results shall be logged on appropriate report forms, complete with date and initials of person performing service.

.3
Submit Report Forms to Minister immediately upon completion of specified tasks.

2.
Products

2.1
MATERIALS

.1
All recharge materials, lubricants, and replacement parts shall conform to manufacturer's recommendations.

3.
EXECUTION

3.1
GENERALLY

.1
Inspection, testing and maintenance shall be performed by qualified personnel, experienced and fully trained in the inspection, testing, maintenance, and recharging of portable fire extinguishers.

3.2
INSPECTIONS

.1
Perform inspection of fire extinguishers monthly.  Ensure that the extinguisher is in it's proper location and has no apparent defects.

.2
Extinguishers having defects shall be immediately identified to the Minister, for corrective action.

3.3
MAINTENANCE

.1
Maintenance procedures shall be performed and shall include a thorough examination of the three main components of the extinguisher.

.1
Mechanical parts.

.2
Extinguisher agent.

.3
Expelling means.

.2
All maintenance procedures and corrective action shall conform to NFPA 10 Table A-4-4.2 (a) Mechanical parts, extinguisher parts, check points and corrective action.

.3
Extinguishers requiring parts, recharging (scheduled or unscheduled) and hydrostatic testing shall be reported to the Minister for authorization prior to proceeding with required tasks.

.4
All extinguishers shall be properly tagged upon completion of maintenance.

.5
When required to perform maintenance of extinguisher off-site, arrangements shall be made with Minister to ensure replacement extinguisher of the same type and minimum equal rating are available.

3.4
RECHARGING

.1
All procedures shall conform to NFPA and manufacturer's recommendations.

.2
Recharging of pump tank water extinguishers shall be include with maintenance procedures.

.3
Recharging of other extinguishers shall be performed as indicated by inspection or as outlined in NFPA 10, and only with prior authorization by the Minister.

.4
Upon completion of recharging all extinguisher shall be leak tested.

3.5
HYDROSTATIC TESTING

.1
Testing shall be performed only by personnel trained in pressure testing procedures and safeguards, using suitable test equipment, and appropriate service manuals.

.2
Frequency of hydrostatic testing shall conform to NFPA 10 Table F-5.3.2.

.3
Extinguishers conforming with test requirements shall be properly stamped and tagged as required by the Alberta Fire Code.

.4
All extinguishers not conforming to test requirements shall be returned to Minister for proper disposal.
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